
Jim Ferrier Collection Report – Doug Mayer  & Mike Barone 

 

Doug Mayer’s Comments                                                                                       Nov 2017 

The collection is currently in the care of the Revelstoke Museum & Archives under my 

supervision and stored in the basement of the CPR Divisional Offices in Revelstoke. (I suppose 

technically it isn’t a station anymore, as you can’t catch a passenger train there.) 

Work to catalogue and organize the collection continues. Mike Barone was in town at the end of 

September for two days to help me.  He brought some cardboard tubes which we put to good use. 

We also found some tubes which I thought were missing. Hooray!!!   Mike took a handful of 

drawings to get scanned which I think he will share. 

 

Mike and I didn’t have a chance to get into the found tubes, but I think that a couple of two-day 

sessions may just finish the cataloguing of the Ferrier stuff. 

  

On that note, I have a scan of the Kamloops yard plan from 1940. It is a 10mb PDF, so very high 

resolution. I had this scanned a few years ago for a friend in Calgary and it is now posted on the 

7
th

 Division web site in the Members Only area.  (Send an e-mail to Brian Clogg if you don’t 

already have access to it.)  

  

The Revelstoke Model Railway club has a small collection of CPR drawings that I am going to 

add to the database. I got a start on that yesterday. I can do that without any outside assistance 

and hope to complete it next week. I’m also going to get them scanned. 

  

At the RMMBC meet last spring, Dick Sutcliffe gave me a bunch of material, most of which 

turned out to be CNR drawings. Some are in cardboard tubes and some were loosely folded and 

were in garbage bags. Not a good storage situation. Mike and I placed the folded drawings in a 

box and sealed it. The ones in tubes are still in the garbage bag but are safely stored. There is no 

database for these drawings. There are a small number of CNR drawings in the Ferrier 

collection. I believe we should consider turning these drawings over to the CNR Historical 

Association. I contacted one of their representatives at the train show in Edmonton in September 

(Grant Morgan). I told him the situation and that the fate of the drawings was not up to me. He 

gave me his card, so I have his email address. I have zero interest in spending time on the CNR 

material and you should be aware that in Revelstoke, anything to do with CN is taboo. I would 

estimate that cataloguing these CN drawings would require at a least a week for two guys. 

Probably more for someone new, as they would be starting from scratch. 

  

I am concerned about the long-term future of the collection. Ms. Jennifer Dunkerson has left the 

museum for a new job with Heritage BC. I think the 7th Division board needs to find a new 

home for the collection. The railway museum doesn’t care if it goes somewhere else. I think the 

fate of the collection should be discussed at the Annual General Meeting in November.  

  

Lastly, Mike and I plan to work on the collection again in November. If anyone else can come up 

to help, that would be great. There usually isn’t any appreciable snow here in November. The 

issue is always the Coquihalla, and you do need good snow tires at this time of year. 



-o0o- 

 

Mike Barone’s Comments                                                                                          Nov 2017 

 

1: Doug Mayer and I have been able to do a few days work on the collection in the past year, 

mainly checking to see what plans are actually in the tubes and if they properly recorded. In 

some cases, we have made some small changes to the recorded data. Some of the materials 

recently checked are duplicate copies and possibly, at a later date, some decision as to their 

disposal will be entertained. (I feel a short clinic coming on.) 

 

2: Last report stated that some tubes appear to have gone missing - these have been found. There 

still seem to be some outstanding drawings, however, in the possession of others.  We'll possibly 

have a report on that once all present material has been checked. 

 

3: I have found a local printer who can scan the large plans very cheaply, to be stored on a 

memory stick. I have chosen only plans which are of particular interest to me so far and any that 

I have done are to be sent to the CPHA Documents site where they can be accessed by anyone.  

 

With this in mind, if anyone has any specific requests, you can advise either Doug Mayer or me 

and we can access them and scan when we next visit the collection. Once the database is 

completed we can, hopefully, put it on line and be better able to find the plans to comply with 

any requests. 

 

4: Request to have the 7 Division authorize some funds for the purchase of more storage tubes 

for the remaining plans and to break up some of the tubes, as some contain as many as 70 plans.  

 

Investigation re source and price will need to be done. Suggest up to $500 authorization so 

purchases can be made when appropriate tubes are found.  

 

(Note: Approval has been given by the 7
th

 Division B of D to purchase additional plastic storage 

tubes to help organize and preserve the collection.) 
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